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About us
• John Moreton, by deed of 1671, 
gave half the rental of houses in 
Holborn, London, for poor relief and 
for apprentices in Cottenham 
• This paid for two sets of 
almshouses - one exists today
• Registered with the Charity   
Commission 
• Charity Number 200586
• 9 Trustees 
• Meet 2 times a year
• Celebrated 350th Anniversary in 
2021

www.cotttenhamcharities.co.uk

http://www.cotttenhamcharities.co.uk/


9 Trustees 

• Rector of All Saints Church – Revd. Lynda Davies

• 3 Trustees nominated by Cottenham Parish Council 
• Serve for 4 years
• Christine Ward is a Trustee although nominees are not  

necessarily Councillors 

• 5 Trustees – co-opted for 5 years 



Almshouses Almshouses were established from the 10th 
century to provide a place of residence for poor, 
old and distressed people

The first recorded almshouse was founded in 
York by King Athelstan (924-939)

The oldest still in existence is the Hospital of 
St. Cross in Winchester, dating to c. 1132

The Almshouse Association is a support charity 
that represents over 1,600 independent 
almshouse charities throughout the UK that 
provide homes for 36,000 people



Almshouses 
• Located on Rampton Road 

• Junction with Oakington Road

• Built in 1853

• Originally a Chapel in the centre

• 8 properties but now 7
• 6 x one bedroom 
• 1 x two bedrooms





Refurbished 2007 when they were 
partly re-built 

One-bedroom properties comprise 
• Sitting room/dining room
• Kitchen with cooker & hob
• Bathroom
• Upstairs bedroom with en-suite toilet 

and wash basin
• Large communal garden



8 Current Residents 

• Male and female  
• Over 60 on low income 
• Live in the Parish (or a relative of a 
parishioner who would like to move into the 
Parish to be near family)
• Residents are expected to be independent 
and able to look after themselves – no care is 
provided
• Age profile 65 – 82
• 2 Trustees make monthly welfare visit 
• Access to village Mobile Warden service  



Allotments

• Rampton Road
• 41 Plots 

• Many now rented as Half or 
Quarter plots  
• Currently over 80 allotment 
holders 
• Full plot - £25 + £10 for water

• Host Cottenham Community 
Allotment



Allotments 



Grants
• Available all Year round  
• Applicant sources

• Direct
• Social care referrals
• SCDC Housing team 
• GP referrals (Social 

Prescribers)
• Reviewed and agreed by 

trustee group so quick 
response time 



Grants (given)
• Wardrobe and Drawers
• Through Floor Lift 
• Cot Mattress
• Mobility Scooter
• Fridge Freezer
• Washing Machine 
• Seat Trolley 
• Riser Chair 
• Lightweight Wheelchair
• Carpets 
• Travel to Hospital Appointments 
• Community Lifeline   
• AND MANY MORE



Continuing a long tradition of support 
Christmas 1913 
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